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(54) Improvements in and relating 
to mounting devices for dispensers 
or other containers 

(57) A mounting and locking device 
for a container such as a soap 
dispenser consists of a mounting plate 
provided with holes enabling it to be 
screwed to a wall or similar support 
and having projections 8 engageable 
with grooves formed in the back of the 
dispenser so that the dispenser can be 
engaged with the mounting plate by 
downward sliding movement A latch 
member 1 4 Is provided on a portion of 
the mounting plate which is obscured 
by the body of the container when the 
container is mounted on the mounting 



plate. The latch member is arranged in 
an operative position to project from 
the mounting plate and locate in a 
recess formed in the rear of the 
container so that if an attempt is made 
to remove the container by sliding it 
upwardly relative to the mounting 
plate the latch engages the container 
and prevents it from being removed. 
The latch can be disengaged from the 
container to enable the container to 
be detached from the mounting 
bracket by means of a special tool 
inserted through a small opening 16 In 
the underside of the bracket and 
engageable with a moving part of the 
latch. The opening is small so that the 
arrangement is largely tamper proof. 
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SPECIFICATION 

Improvements in and relating to mounting 
devices for dispensers or other containers 

- The invention relates to locking devices and is 

5 particularly applicable to tamper-proof locking 
devices for dispensing apparatus such as soap 
i dispensers and the like. 

Apparatus for dispensing liquid soap installed in 
toilets, washrooms and the like is subject to 
1 0 damage by vandals. Some means therefore 
requires to be provided not only to prevent 
interference with the dispenser or its contents but 
to prevent removal from the supporting structure 
on which it is mounted. It is an object of the 
1 5 present invention to provide a locking device 
which may be used to prevent removal of such a 
dispenser from its mounting. 

The invention provides a mounting and locking 
device for a container such as a dispenser, 
20 comprising a mounting plate, means on the 
mounting plate for slidably receiving a container 
so as to mount same on the mounting plate, and a 
latch member associated with a portion of the 
mounting plate which is obscured by the body of 
25 the container when the latter is mounted on the 
mounting plate, the latch member being adapted 
in an operative locking position to project from the 
mounting plate so as to be engageable in a recess 
formed in the rear of the container whereby to 
30 prevent removal of the container from the 
mounting plate. 

In a preferred arrangement the latch member 
comprises a resilient projection carried by the 
mounting plate and resiliently biased into a locking 
35 position in which it projects beyond the mounting 
plate for engagement in said recess in the 
container, the projection being resiliently 
deformable away from said locking position to a 
retracted release position in which it is disengaged 
40 from said recess and permits removal of the 
container from the mounting plate. 

In an alternative arrangement the latch member 
is a flexible member carried by a movable element 
which may be rotated relative to a fixed ramp 
45 carried by the mounting plate, engagement 
between the flexible member and the ramp 
causing the flexible member to deflect into a 
locking position in which it projects beyond the 
mounting plate for engagement in said recess in 
50 the container. 

Preferably an opening is provided in the 
periphery of the mounting plate to enable access 
to said latch member, the opening being of 
relatively small dimensions such that access may 
55 be gained only by use of a special tool. 

The invention also provides a dispenser 
assembly comprising a mounting and locking 
device as aforesaid and a dispenser body 
comprising a container adapted to receive 
60 products to be dispensed and provided with 
formations in the rear wall thereof slidably 
engageable with complementary formations on 
the mounting plate to locate the dispenser thereon 
in a manner such that the mounting plate is 



65 obscured by the dispenser body, an opening being 
provided in the dispenser body adjacent to said 
latch member for engagement therewith to 
prevent release of the dispenser body from the 
mounting plate. 
70 Embodiments of the invention will now be 
described, by way of example only, with reference 
to the accompanying drawings, in which: — 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a mounting and 
locking device for a dispenser according to one 
75 embodiment of the invention; 

Figs. 2, 3 and 4 are top, front and underneath 
elevations of the device shown in Fig. 1 ; 

Fig. 5 is a side view showing the device in 
association with a dispenser; 
80 Fig. 6 is an exploded perspective view of an 
alternative form of mounting and locking device; 

Figs. 7, 8 and 9 are plan, front and side views of 
a mounting plate forming part of the device shown 
in Fig. 6; 

85 Figs. 1 0, 1 1 and 1 2 are front, side and rear 
views of a locking disc forming part of the device 
shown in Fig 6; 

Figs. 1 3, 1 4 and 1 5 are front, side and rear 
views of a cover plate and pivot forming part of 
90 the device shown in Fig. 6; 

Fig. 1 6 is a front view of the device with the 
parts in their assembled condition; and 

Figs. 1 7 and 1 8 are rear and underneath views 
of the device shown in association with a 
95 dispenser. 

Referring to Figs. 1 to 5, there is shown a 
mounting and locking device comprising a 
mounting plate or bracket 5 having a main body 
portion 6 provided with three apertures 7 to 
1 00 receive screws or like fastening means enabling 
the bracket to be mounted on a suitable support. A 
pair of forwardly displaced side members 8 are 
formed integrally with the body portion 6 and are 
adapted for sliding engagement with slots (not 
1 05 shown) formed in the back wall of the body of a 
dispenser to be mounted on the bracket and 
indicated at 13 in Fig. 5.The peripheral shape of 
the mounting bracket viewed in front or rear 
elevation corresponds to the'shape of the lower 
1 1 0 portion 1 3A of the dispenser body such that when 
the dispenser is located on the brackets the 
bracket is hidden from view. 

A latch member in the form of a flexible 
projection 1 4 is provided on the body portion 6 of 
115 the bracket and normally projects therefrom to an 
extent such that it projects beyond a lower rim 1 5 
formed on the body portion of the bracket and 
engages in a recess formed in the back wall of the 
dispenser when the latter is mounted on the 
1 20 bracket as shown in Fig. 5. Due to the resilient 
nature of the projection 1 4 it is deflected towards 
the body portion of the bracket when the 
dispenser is slidably engaged with the side 
members 8 but springs out to the position shown 
125 in Rg. 5 when the dispenser is in its fully engaged 
position. In this position the latch member projects 
into a recess in the rear wall of the dispenser and 
prevents upward movement of the dispenser by 
abutment with the inner surface of the bottom 
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wall of the dispenser. 

In order to enable the dispenser to be removed 
from the mounting bracket an opening 1 6 is 
provided in the rim 1 5 through which a suitable 
5 tool may be inserted to engage with the resilient 
projection 1 4 and urge it towards the body portion 
6 of the bracket thereby enabling the dispenser to 
be slid upwardly and detached from the bracket A 
groove 1 7 is provided in the underside of the 

1 0 resilient latch member 1 4 to facilitate 
engagement by the tool when required. 

Referring now to the embodiment shown in 
Figs. 6 to 1 8, this incorporates a mounting bracket 
20 similar to that shown in Figs. 1 to 5 but the 

1 5 opening 1 6 is replaced by a cutaway portion 2 1 
displaced to one side of the lower rim 22. The 
flexible projection is omitted and a fixed ramp 23 
is provided adjacent the bottom of the bracket 
A rotatable locking member in the form of a 

20 disc 25 is provided for use in association with the 
mounting bracket 20 and incorporates a central 
opening 26 by means of which the disc may be 
mounted in a position co-axial with the bottom 
one of the three fixing holes 27 on the bracket A 

25 portion of the periphery of the disc is cut away to . 
form an opening 28 and an arcuate cut 29 
extends from the opening 28 to form a flexible 
tongue 30 at the periphery of the disc. A notch 3 1 
is also formed in the periphery of the disc in a 

30 position circumferentially displaced from the 
tongue 30. A cover plate and pivot member 35 is 
also provided having a central aperture 36 through 
which a screw or similar fastening means may be 
passed, and a boss 37 (Fig. 1 4) at the rear of the 

35 aperture to support the locking disc 25. 

In use the bracket 20 is mounted on a wall or 
other suitable support by screws inserted through 
the three apertures 27, the lower screw also 
securing the locking disc 25 and cover plate 35 in 

40 position. The locking disc 25 may then be rotated 
by insertion of a suitable tool indicated at 40 in 
Fig. 1 6 through the opening 21 into engagement 
with the notch 31 in the locking disc. When the 
flexible tongue 30 is clear of the ramp 23 the 

45 tongue is disposed within the rim 22 arid does not 
interfere with sliding movement of the dispenser 
1 3 (Figs. 1 7 and 1 8) on to or off the bracket 
However when the locking disc 25 is rotated to 
bring the tongue 30 into contact with the ramp 

50 23 r the tongue rides over the ramp and is 
deflected outwardly beyond the rim 22 into a 
position in which it projects into the recessed back 
of the dispenser to prevent its withdrawal from the 
bracket 

55 Thus to fit the dispenser the locking disc 25 is 
rotated such that the tongue 30 is clear of the 
ramp 23 on the bracket and the dispenser may 
then be slid downwards into position on the 
bracket. Once the dispenser is in position the tool 

60 40 is inserted through the opening 2 1 into 

engagement with the notch 31 in the locking disc 
and the latter is rotated to cause the tongue 30 to 
ride up over the ramp 23 and project beyond the 
lip 22 and across the lower edge of the dispenser. 

65 The dispenser cannot then be withdrawn upwardly 



clear of the mounting bracket until the tool 40 is 
again inserted and the locking disc rotated in the 
opposite direction to move the tongue 30 clear of 
the ramp 23. 

70 It wi II be appreciated that both the 

embodiments described are of relatively simple 
construction but provide a locking arrangement 
which is positive and completely concealed from 
view so that the dispenser may only be released by 

75 use of the appropriate tools. 

Various modifications may be made without 
departing from the invention. For example the 
locking means may be differently constructed 
provided it incorporates a locking member 

80 movable between positions in which it interferes 
with and is clear of the body of the dispenser and 
which is concealed from view and accessible only 
through an opening using an appropriate tool. 

CLAIMS 

85 1 . A mounting and locking device for a 
container such as a dispenser, comprising a 
mounting plate, means on the mounting plate for 
slidably receiving a container so as to mount same 
on the mounting plate, and a latch member 

90 associated with a portion of the mounting plate 
which is obscured by the body of the container 
when the latter is mounted on the mounting plate, 
the latch member being adapted in an operative 
locking position to project from the mounting 

95 plate so as to be engageable in a recess formed in 
the rear of the container whereby to prevent 
removal of the container from the mounting plate. 

2. A device according to claim 1 wherein the 
latch member comprises a resilient projection 

tOO carried by the mounting plate and resiliently 

biased Into a locking position in which it projects 
beyond the mounting plate for engagement in said 
recess in the container, the projection being 
resiliently deformable away from said locking 

1 05 position to a retracted release position in which it 
is disengaged from said recess and permits 
removal of the container from the mounting plate. 

3. A device according to claim 1 wherein 
means is provided on said latch member for 

1 1 0 engagement with a suitable tool to facilitate 
release of the latch member. 

4. A device according to any preceding claim 
wherein said latch member projects beyond a 
peripheral rim on said mounting plate, an opening 

1 1 5 being provided in said rim to enable access to said 
latch member, the opening being dimensioned to 
restrict access other than by use of said tool. 

5. A device according to claim 1 wherein the 
latch member is a flexible member carried by a 

1 20 movable element which may be rotated relative to 
a fixed ramp carried by the mounting plate, 
"engagement between the flexible member and the 
ramp causing the flexible member to deflect into a 
locking position in which it projects beyond the 

1 25 mounting plate for engagement in said recess in 
the container. 

6. A device according to claim 5 wherein said 
movable element comprises a disc incorporating a 
flexible tongue which is normally disposed in the 
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plane of the disc but rides up said ramp on 
rotation of the disc into said iocking position. 

7. A device according to ciaim 5 or 6 wherein a 
notch is formed in the periphery of said disc in a 

5 position displaced from said flexible tongue, said 
notch being adapted for engagement by a suitable 
tool to effect rotation of said disc. 

8. A device according to any one of claims 5 to 7 
wherein said disc has a central aperture aligned 

1 0 with an aperture in said mounting plate, whereby 
a screw or similar fastening means may be 
engaged with said apertures to secure the 
mounting plate on a supporting surface and 
rotatably mount the disc on the mounting plate. 

15 9. A device according to any of claims 5 to 8 
wherein said mounting piate incorporates a 
peripheral rim beyond which said flexible member 
projects in its locking position, an opening being 
provided in said rim to enable access to said disc, 

20 the opening being dimensioned to restrict access 
other than by use of said tool. 

1 0. A device according to any preceding claim 
wherein said mounting plate is provided with 
abutment means to limit downward sliding 

25 movement of said container and in its locking 
position said latch member prevents upward 
movement of the container by abutment with the 
inner surface of a bottom wail of the container. 

1 1 . A device according to any preceding claim 
30 wherein said means for slidably receiving said 

container comprises a pair of forwardly and 
laterally projecting side members adapted for 
sliding engagement with slots formed in a back 
wall of the body of the container. 
35 1 2. A crevice according to any preceding claim 
wherein the peripheral shape of said mounting 
plate when viewed in front or rear elevation 



corresponds to the peripheral shape of the 
portion of the container which overlies the 
40 moulding plate when the container is mounted 
thereon such that the mounting plate is hidden 
from view. 

13. A mounting and locking device for a 
container such as a dispenser substantially as 

45 hereinbefore described with reference to Figs. 1 to 
5 of the accompanying drawings. 

1 4. A mounting and locking device for a 
container such as a dispenser substantially as 
hereinbefore described with reference to Figs. 6 to 

50 1 8 of the accompanying drawings. 

1 5. A dispenser assembly comprising a 
mounting and locking device according to any 
preceding claim and a dispenser body comprising 
a container adapted to receive products to be 

55 dispensed and provided with formations in the 
rear wall thereof slidably engageable with 
complimentary formations on the mounting plate 
to locate the dispenser thereon in a manner such 
that the mounting pjate is obscured by the 

60 dispenser body, an opening being provided in the 
dispenser body adjacent to said latch member for 
engagement therewith to prevent release of the 
dispenser body from the mounting piate. 

1 6. A dispenser assembly substantially as 

65 hereinbefore described with reference to Fig. 5 of 
the accompanying drawings. 

1 7. A dispenser assembly substantially as 
hereinbefore described with reference to Figs. 1 7 
and 1 8 of the accompanying drawings. 

70 1 8. Any novel subject matter or combination 
including novel subject matter herein disclosed, 
whether or not within the scope of or relating to 
the same invention as any of the preceding claims. 
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